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HOME RULE
OFFERED

TO CUBA.
Scheme of Reform Pronneor!hti Qnor.ioh

:j u o u u u j \j jj a u i o 11

Ministers.
MAKES BIG CONCESSIONS

An Administrative Council
to Govern theIsland'sAffairs,

NATIVES TO BE IN OFFICE.

Can Fix Their Own Budget and
Arrange the Tariff

Law.

TO SIGN THE DECREE SATURDAY.

Effect of the Reform Measure Will Be
Bad on Spaniards, as They

Think Too Much Is
Granted.

(Copyrighted, 1807, by W. R. Hearst.)
Madrid, Feb. 3..Cuban reforms were decidedupon to-day by the Ministers in

council. The decree promulgating the reformsis preceded by an explanation of
its motives. The principal points are as

follows:
The municiDalitles and Provincial councils

will obtain such a measure of independence,both political and administrative,
that the Governor-General's functions will
be reduced to next to nothing, since appealsin every case of municipal and proContinuedon Second Pnge.
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AMBASSADOR
London, Feb. 3..Ambassador Bayard's

dinner to-night, given in honor of the

Prince of Wales, was certainly one nf the

most noteworthy gatherings of notable
men for several years. It was an extraordinarilyrepresentative assembly, such
as Is brought together upon very few occnsions.

Hollowing are the names of the guests:
The I'Tince of Wales, Cardinal Vuughan,

Lord Ilalsbury, the Lord Chancellor; the
Marquis of Salisbury, Lord Russell of Kill-
'oweii, the Lord Chief Justice; the Earl of
Camperdown, the Marquess of Landsdowne,the E.arl of Leven and Melville,
Lord I'layfair, L\trl Stanhope, the Earl of
Northbrook, Earl Carrlngton, Thomas B.
i-rrguson, united States Minister to Stockholm;Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Lord
Eshcr, Colonel the Hon. Sir W. Colville,
t ir V.'. Itussoll, Sir Charles Stall, Q. C.,
M. P.; Sir Robert C Elements Markliani, GeneralClarke, Gen-oral Sir Evelyn Wood,
John Itidgcly ( 'artor and Commander
Cov.les, C. S. X.
A seial! but en rious crowd, chiefly com;kse<l . f women. gathered near Mr. Ray:i-d's residence nhd watched the arrival of

G "ue.its. T'ue pavement in front of the1
*

SIGNING STIRS CARACAS.
Press of the Venezuelan Capital Opposes the

Form in Which the Treaty Is Progressing:to Ratification.

By W. Nephew Kins.
Caracas, Venezuela, Feb. 3..The signing

of the Guiana boundary arbitration treaty
In Washington yesterday by Venezuelan
Minister Andrade for Venezula, has provokedbitter comments in the Caracas
press.
The papers this morning, reverting to the

subject, by reason of that step declare that
it means a United States protectorate,
and almost unanimously decry the form
in which the treaty is progressing toward
ratification.
A bitter debate in Congress when the

convention is presented to that body for
ratification is foreshadowed. It is not

doubted, however, that President Crespo
will eventually be able to make the NationalLegislature do his bidding in the matter
of acceptance.
United States Minister Thomas had two

conferences to-day with Senor Itojas, Ministerof Foreign Affairs, and a Cabinet

meeting was held at the Casa Amariila,
the Executive mansion.

DARING FIREBUG'S WORK.
Soaked the Stairwav of a Eia Aoartment

House with Kerosene and Then
Plied a Match.

A daring attempt at arson -was made at
No. 443 East Fifty-eighth street, yesterday
morning about 6 o'clock. The house is a

four-story and basement brownstone flat,
and is owned by Rudolph Muller, of No. 4
Beekman place.
Kate Weber, a servant in the employ of

Jonas Beerman, who lives on the third
floor, was aroused by the milkman, and
on going downstairs she discovered a
strong odor of smoke. She called in the
milkman, Thomas Kennedy, of No. 834
East Sixty-first street. They discovered
that the stair carpet on the first floor had
been soaked witli kerosene oil, and was
burning in two different places. A box of
partly burned parlor matches was found
nearby.
The lire was not reported until nearly

5 o'clock yesterday afternoon, when FrederickSchafhaus, who lives in the house,
called on Captain Stelnkamp, of the East
Fifty-first Street Police Station. The latter
notified Foreman Smith, of EIngine CompanyXo. 8, and together they made an
Investigation. Fire Marshal Hollister was
also summoned. The detectives of the East
Fifty-first Street Station are looking for
the firebug.

DNS AT BAY;
Entertains the Prince of ,\
istinguished Countrymen
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BAYARD'S BAN
house was covered with red carpet, over

which was an awning.
Wales tl»e Lust to Arrive.

Lords Salisbury and Playfalr were the
first of the distinguished company to arrive,and the Prince of Wales was the last,
His Royal Highness, attended by General
Clarke, arriving in a two-horse brougham
at 8:30 p. m. After paying his respects
to his host, the Prince congratulated Lord
Salisbury upon the recurrence of his birthday,the Premier being sixty-seven years
of age to-day.
Mr. Bayard sat at the head of the table,

with the Prince of Wales, who was in a

most genial mood, upon his right and Lord
Salisbury upon his left. The decorations of
the dining room and table were made up of
moss, azaleas and lilies of the valley. The
dessert was served at 10 o'clock, when the
conversation of the guests became spirited.Mrs. Bayard did not make her ap-
petirauce during the evening.
In the course of the evening Ambassador

Bayard in a few well-chosen words offered
a toast to Her Gracious Majesty Queen
Victoria, and the Prince, of Wales proposedthe health of President Cleveland,
speaking in generous terms of America's
Chief Magistrate.

SSTOR PICKED II
KENTUCKY BUD.

Identity of the Belle of
the Charity Ball

Disclosed,

MISS ALICE CASTLEMAN.

All New York Was Talking of
the Stranger's Beauty

Yesterday.
OF AN OLD SOUTHERN FAMILY.

She Has Been in the City Only a Fort-

night, but Her Wit Is Not Lacking
in Edge, and Her AppreciationSeems Intense.

TIia aIaaI* n'hcrA P.orrlor RollpusiP

has grouped all the figures of the en-

chanted hours, frivolous'or terrible, marked
the second hour in Mrs. A. M. Quarrier's
drawing room, on Madison avenue, yesterdaymorning, when Miss Alice Castleman
returned from the Charity Ball, at which
John Jacob Astor's choice had crowned her <

belle. '

Miss Alice Castleman did not know even
then that she was famous. She had as-

ceuded the Metropolitan Opera House stairwaythree hours earlier in the comparative
isolation which Raphael, surrounded by
friends, charged against Michael Angelo.
To understand why it was that there were '

not courtiers in her train one should have '

known her thoughts, perhaps; but, at ail
events, she seemed not more embarrassed
to be alone than is a lily.
Her distinction made of tier a personage

in a million, and she probably cared little
whether New York society bowed down or
looked np.
Her father, although of an old Kentucky

family, aristocratic and wealthy, has remaineda stranger to politics. But he
served as a soldier and shed his blood on
battlefields. His property is In mansions
and lands. He gives work to the laborious,
help to the poor and has never been In

Continued on Second Page.
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QUET TABLE. t

. ,
There were no set speeches, still the a

event served its diplomatic purposes, while j\
as a purely social affair It was lncompa- J
rably brilliant. a

v
There was hardly one man among the

ftEnglish guests present who has not placed
his mark oil the history of tills country. '

a
Mr. Bayard spared neither pains nor expenseIn preparing for the affair. The ^

entrance to his hail was banked with s
oflowers, topped with palms. In the recep- t

tion room the United States and British jj
flags were used as wall decorations.
The Speaker of the House gave his ^

official dinner to-night and this prevented
Ministers who are members of the House ^
of Commons from attending Mr. Bayard's ^
dinner.

Despite his recent illness Mr. Bayard
seemed wonderfully well to-night, and did
the honors to perfection. It is by no c
means the lust dinner he lias to attend, t
since now will commence the many at a

which he will he the guest, but few are
v

ol.kely to exceed this in Importance. The j,
entire London press will devote consid- v

erable attention to it, laying stress on its
purely social character, but not minimizing 1

its general significance. Mr. Bayard may ^
well feel a sort of modest pride. ja

*

MRS. 060EN MILLS
WOULD STAY Ml

Insisted on the First Quadrilleat Mrs. Bradley
Martin's Ball.

THE HOSTESS IN A FIX.

She Had Promised Itto Mrs. FredericBronson, Who ReadilyRelinquishedthe Honor.

FINALLY GIVEN TO MRS. ASTOR.

Additional Costumes for the Occasion
Which Will Help to Make It the
Most Brilliant Event of the

Kind Ever Seen Here.

Society Is at odds over the question of
precedence at the Bradley Martin ball.
It was feared at one time that Mrs. OgdenMills would drop out entirely with
her incroyable quadrille if she was not
nlloted first place. So far as can be
recalled, this Is the first time the question
Jf precedence has agitated New York society.It is said that Mrs. Ogden Mills
some days since Informed Mrs. Bradley
Martin when calling on her that she had
irrungen u quaarme lor rne Dan.

The story goes that after Mrs. Bradley
Martin had expressed her satisfaction Mrs.
Mills said that she naturally, with stress
jn the naturally, expected first place. Mrs.
Martin thereupon remarked that this had
already been promised to Mrs. Frederic
Bronson, who has the debutante Louis XV.
luadrille In charge.
Mrs. Mills said that if this was the case

she must withdraw her dance and deprive
herself of the pleasure of attending the
jail.
Thereupon Mrs. Bradley Martin had a

little confab with Mrs. Bronson. Mrs.
Bronson immediately agreed to any change
lgreeable to her hostess. Mrs. Bronson is a

laughter of Mrs. Archibald Grade King,
Irst president of the original Society of
Colonial Dames. Mrs. King was a Miss
Duer and is a direct descendant of Lady
iitty Duer, of colonial times. The Kings
still live in their manor house, on the bluff
it "YVeehawken.
Mrs. Ogden Mills was a Miss Livingston,

ind she also is connected with prominent
>ld New York families. Nevertheless, she
S allied by marriage with a member of the
lew multi-millionaire set. Under the clr

umstances,if precedence was really to be
considered, Mrs. Bronson plight certainly
lave held her own.

A Woman of Resources.
Mrs. Martin finally hit upon the -an of

laving Mrs. Astor arrange a quadrille and
ead off. As it now stands, Mrs. Astor's
[uadrille will come first. In this quadrille
he dancers will be in the costumes they
lave selected, without reference to uniormityof era. Mrs. Ogden Mills's eneroy
ble quadrille will follow. The encroyable
Iress, it appears, is the extreme foppishlessof the Directoire period. Mrs. Mills's
luadrille will be very pretty and pictuesque.
Then will follow Mrs. Frederi'c Bronon'sLouis XV. quadrille. It cannot
rnnDriv mm ns a debutantes' dance, as

here are but few of this season's young
idles to participate.
Irs. Belmont May Have a Feature.
Afterward Mrs. Edmund Baylies will
ome forward with her Louis XVI. quadille,in which some of the most prominent
latrons of the younger set will dance.
Irs. Oliver II. P. Belmont may or may
ot have her own quadrille. It Is desired
y people invited to the ball that the plan
ill not fall through, as the dancers, so far
s goregousness of costume is concerned,
ould eclipse those earlier on the floor.
Mrs. Lloyd Bryce, who was to have
anced in the Astor opening quadrille,
ill be missed. Mrs. Bryce has been
ompelied to give up the ball, owing to
he loss of a relative on the Cooper side
f the house. The other dancers in this
st are Mrs. Bradley Martin, Mrs. StuyesantFish, Mrs. J. F. D. Lanier, Frederic
'ownsend Martin, James J. Van Alen,
llss Angelica Gerry and Lispenard Stewrt.
Another absentee will be Mrs. Julien T.
)avies, wife of a nephew of Bradley MarIn.Mrs. Davies, who was a Miss De
iarmendia. is one of the pretty young
nitrons in society.

Some Additional Costumes.
Mrs. F. W. Whlttrldge will attend the

..11 nc MTtt/IU I nnirnlull "

;own will be of whites satin and yellow
roeade. Mr. AVhlttridge will escort her
s Henry II.
Mrs. Henry L. Burnett will represent
larquise de Suffern, of Marie Antoinette's
line. The waist and oversslrt of this cosumeare of pink silk, brocaded with roses
nd leaves of natural hue. Mrs. Burnett
rill wear feathers in her powdered coiffure.
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Koblnson will both
ttend in old Colonial costumes.
Mr. Richard l'eters will attend the ball

11 the costume of Duke de Guise and not
s Cardinal Richelieu, as has been stated.
Castel-Bert. the Metropolitan Opera House
ostumer, who has designed some of the
aost magnificent costumes that will be
eon at the ball, has been so besieged with
rders that 011 Monday he was compelled
o decline any more, much to the dismay of
aany who have waited until the last molontbefore deciding upon their dress.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin have sent out invitaionsfor a dinner on Saturday night at
heir home in Twentieth street.

\NTI DOTE FOR PLAGUE,
uthorities at Bombay to Make Use of Mr.

Yctm's Discovery.Deaths from
the Scourge.

Bombay, Feb. 3..It is announced that the
rorernment have decided to make use of
he anti-plague serum, the efficacy of which
s an antidote for the bubonic disease
,-hleh is ravaging Bombay and other parts
f India, was discovered by M. Yersin, a

'rench scientist. M. Yersin is now on his
ray to India.
The official returns of the health authoriiesshow that there were ninety-seven
oaths from the plague in this city yesteray,and fifty-one deaths from the disease
t Kurrachee.
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$ MRS. BRADLEY MARTIN'S
^ Mrs. Bradley Martin has decided

fancy dress ball. It is the most ma

® after a painting: by Sir Peter Lely.
0 of Charles II. It has not the unc

{) Mrs. Martin objects to, as she has r

pale blue sapphire velvet and a r

@ square-cut corsage widens as it rec

Q This style will be most becoming
x wear magnificent jewels, which the

0 The tapestries of the smaller ballro(
V dais, where Mrs. Bradley Martin wii:

^ with the costume to be worn by the
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Labouchere Declares That
Europe's Mo:

tivi
[Copyright, 1S07, l»y W. R. Hearst.]
London, Feb. 3..Mr. Labouchere has this

to say in to-day's issue of Truth:
"Va onr» !o o ntlmlvpr nf A mr>r!-

cans than I am, but If they were to be

judged by New York 'society,' a more corrupt

and contemptible, crew never played
their pranks before high heaven.

"In the main, New York society seems

to be composed of very rich men, who are

desirous of parodying the worst features

WILSON'S ACCEPTANCE IN.
Postmaster-Geneialship the Only Place NobodyHas Been Asked

Yet to Fill.

Fy Julius Chambers.
Canton, Feb. 3..Major McKinley received

from James Wilson, of Iowa, .to-uight, his
acceptance of the portfolio of Agriculture.
The Postmaster-Generalship is the only

place which nobody has been asked to fill,
It has been supposed that it was held for
Mr. Hauna, but that gentleman yesterday
authorized the statement that he would
not accept the office if it were offered.

Perry .T. Keath, of Chicago, has been
summoned ro Canton, and rumor is rife
that he is to be the secretary to the President.John Addison Porter, proprietor of
the Hartford Post, has been here all day,
and his friends assert that he, and not Mr.

l|iP*
s ^ii

j

* j|v 'I J. \
V 1 , %*at?. >>lM\ \i

: mm

£*" II \ ;

V*""* ItfoU \

; 1|tt \ \ <

rite V\If^y 1 j \

lyj2~£±y 1^1 I

11
5> 0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®C>G0®
COSTUME FOR HER EALL. &
on the costume she will wear at her XX
gnificent affair imaginable, designed Q
The period is just before the time ®

:omfortable Elizabethan ruff, which X
lot a long neck. The materials are a c
ich brocade of the same hue. The ®
edes from the neck. x

Z to Mrs. Bradley Martin. She will A
et^rlo fV.A AAotii^A f*l
otjiv- KJi. nit; iii-i-iycs puusiuie.

3m, with canopied and rose-bestrewn Y
I receive, were designed to harmonize Q
; hostess.^
?)0®0©0®0®00<>®<>®<>®<>(s)<> ?

YORK'S 41400."
Society People Here Copy

st VulgarFesties.
of the exclusives In European capitals.
They compete with each other in contests
of ostentation, and the man who can spend
the most money at an entertainment is
deemed for the nonce to be the leader.
"Judging from revelations that have

been disclosed at a recent trial, the New
York jeunesse doree is not satisfied with
aping European society in its vulgarest aspects;it seems anxious to go back to
the orgies that disgraced Rome under the
rule of the vilest of its emperors."

Heath, will secure the office. The story
that he wants to be Ambassador to Italy
is denied by Mr. Porter.
a lveuiucKy delegation 19 Here to-clay in

the interest of St. John Boyle for the Attorney-Generalship.
BABY STARVED TO DEATH?

Coroner "I uthill Will Look Into the Sad Case
of David Friedman.

Coroner Tuthill is investigating the death
of David Friedman, the b.ib.v that died
Tuesday at No. 118 Lewis street. The child
was only four days old, and was reported
to have died of starvation. Dr. O'Hanlou
made an autopsy yesterday and found the
stomach entirely empty. Morris Friedman,
the father of the child, testified to Dr.
O'Haulon that the child cried continually
and the mother was unable to c&re for it.

BACTERIA
USED m

MURDER, f
Lawyer Wintersteen and

His Alleged Tool,
Clifton Knorr.

VIANYMURDEROUS PLOTS

Accused of Attempting to
Kill an Enemy by

Using Bacilli,

DYNAMITE AND POISON.

-'ennsylvania lown*ot bloomsburgExcited Over aSensationalCase.

ALL PARTIES WELL KNOWN,

Authorities State That They Have;
Strong Circumstantial Evidence
Against Both Defendants.Knorr

Has Confessed the Scheme.

r.loomsburg, l'a., Fob. 3..The case of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania against;
Lloyd S. Wintersteen and Clifton Knorrj
las oegun. ioe case is sucn a sensational

me that it has shocked tills quiet little
country town, the county seat of Columbia
County. Wlntersteen. who is accused of;
such frightful crimes, denies that there isj
my truth in the qonfession which has been
nade by young Knorr and which so seri>uslyimplicates him.
Here is the story: There lives here a

man whom the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniais endeavoring to prove one of the
greatest criminals the State ever produced,
a man who in cold-blooded determination^
and ingenuity equals, it is alleged, the|
;reat murderer. H. H. Holmes. This man

is Attorney T loyd S. Winterpen, »; v.'ori!
taa# about forty "years old, well educated,
smooth spoken, a student and a man of)
the world. According to the Common wealth,
lie has for the past several years devotedmuch of his energy to the extermina-
Lion ui iwu peuyie wliu were iu lue way
of his ambition. At first he tried to
crush them financially, but failed, and
then he resolved that they should die. He
was too clever, or too cowardly, to executethese plans himself, but, it is said,
he found a willing tool in the person of
Clifton Knorr, over whom he possessed an'

influence, hypnotic, perhaps, which ren-|
dered the young man as pliable in his
grasp as a piece of putty.

Lost His Soeia Standing:.
Knorr is not an ordinary man by any

means. lie comes of one of the best familiesin Columbia County, a family of wealth
and influence. He was well educated and'
graduated from Lehigh University with
high honors, and apparently a brilliant career^
was before him. It was just after leav-j
ing college that he fell in with Wintersteen,.
and from that time his downfall commenced.Formerly a quiet, studious and
well-behaved young man, he became dlssl-|
pated, associated with low companions, andonmore than one occasion caused hla>
relatives to blush for his conduct. "Whether
his actions were due to the bad influence®
of Wintersteen, it is, of course, impossible
to say. At any rate, the deeper he wentj
into the mire the deeper he was in Wintersteen'spower. All this time Wintersteen,
it is alleged, was endeavoring to crush th®
greatest enemy, Hon. Levi E. Waller, an;
ex-Congressman.
Wintersteen had more than one cause

for hating Waller. When they were young
men Waller, a leader in society here, had^
prevented Wintersteen from obtaining a

social standing he much desired. From
that day Wintersteen hated Waller with
all the strength of his nature. Such was

his enmity toward Waller that time and
again he planned and schemed to get the
better of him in a business way, but each,
time Waller was on his guard, and Winter-,
steen's schemes were frustrated.
Tired at last of constant defeat, and desperateto the last degree, Wintersteen, accordingto the legal story, resolved upon a

plan which, if successful, would rid him
forever of his enemy. With an ingenuity
which would have done credit to a savant,Wintersteen, it is asserted, laid his
plans, one after another, becoming morSj
and more desperate as fate protected andj
shielded his Intended victim, until at last;
so bold did he become that the authoritieswere furnished a clew and ran him
down.

Kuorr'g Confession.
How many times he may have planned tft

kill Waller will never be kiftwvn. The,
Commonwealth has cognizance only of;
those attempts in which the young tool,
Ivnorr, was concerned. After Knorr ami
Wintersteen had been cleverly run down
and Knorr had been removed from contact]
witli Wintersteen, the influence which the
lawyer possessed over the young man lost
its force, and under the advice of friends,
Knorr told nil he knew. This confession
makes a dramatic recital of incidents in a
chain of alleged crime such as is rarely,
heard. Knorr made this confession to the
attorneys for the Commonwealth, and they
have it now ready to use in an attempt to,
send Wintersteen to the penitentiary.
Ycnng Knorr does not seek to explain th*
peculiar Influence which Wintersteen exertedover him. He admits that he wa#
dissipated and spending a great deal of, §7
money. At times he was heavily in debt,
and on these occasions Wintersteen loaned! '

him money, until the time came when *


